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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it can be said that the significant prosperity witnessed
in the economic relations between Sudan and Maghreb countries during the
Middle Ages can primarily be attributed to the trading centers scattered on the
outskirts of the Sahara Desert and the mutual need of both regions for
economic integration. These trading centers also benefited from these
economic relations and commercial activities, as evidenced by the decline and
disappearance of many of these cities after trade routes shifted towards
coastal cities overlooking the Atlantic Ocean due to European control over
global and African trade, especially after geographical discoveries.
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Therefore, it can be argued that the economic relations between Sudan and
Maghreb countries would not have reached the level they did without these
trading centers, and these centers would not have existed and thrived without
the commercial relations between the outskirts of the Sahara Desert during
the Middle Ages.

The prosperity of the interconnected trading centers on the outskirts of the
desert and their significance for the commercial relations between Sudan and
Maghreb countries can be attributed to several factors. Firstly, the
geographical advantage of these centers located on the outskirts of the desert
allowed them to serve as intermediaries or harbors for trans-Saharan trade
caravans. Secondly, the security factor played a role due to the dangers faced
by desert travelers. Thirdly, the political factor, as successive political powers
in the region worked on monitoring and organizing these centers due to their
economic importance. Additionally, the economic factor (economic
integration) followed by the cultural and religious factors played a role.
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Abstract:

The multi-faceted connection between North Africa and Sub-Saharan
Africa since very ancient historical periods has led to the transformation of
the Sahara Desert separating them into a bridge linking these two
geographical areas. These relations will flourish and develop greatly during
the Middle Ages, especially economic relations, thanks to the emergence of
many cities on the two edges. The northern and southern Sahara, which will
be transformed into commercial centers, helped all those involved in trade
exchanges between the Maghreb and Sudan during the Middle Ages. The
emergence of these centers was due to several factors, including what is
geographical and what is economic, as well as what is political and security.
Keywords: Maghreb countries - Sudan countries - commercial centers -
economic relations.
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