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Conclusion:

In the past, transhumant pastoralism played a very important role, and
traditional pastoral institutions among the Imagrans tribes, with their
regulations and local knowledge accumulated over hundreds of years, have
managed to cope with periods of drought, control the rights to pasture use, and
determine grazing locations, timings, and routes in a way that ensured the
renewal of ecological systems. This enabled the development of a pastoral
civilization in these areas, which was multidimensional and rich in values.
However, the recurrence of frequent droughts and the socio-cultural and
economic transformations in these regions after the second half of the 20th
century led to a decline in the transhumance system's economic, social, and

environmental importance. Consequently, the role of traditional institutions
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and local pastoral leadership diminished as they could no longer keep up with
rapid changes.

The strong presence of modern state institutions and contemporary
laws, which act as alternatives to traditional institutions and local customs in
managing pastures, represents a profound shift in the organization of pastoral
movements and the exploitation of pastoral lands. Additionally, increasing
demographic growth, rapid technological advancement, and rising migration
rates have all contributed to significant changes in transhumance techniques and
methods, as well as in strategies for accessing pastoral resources.

These transformations, which have become particularly evident today,
especially in livestock breeding, pasture utilization, and traditional balances
between pastoral social groups and natural resources, have caused significant
disruption to the sensitive ecological system of the Imagrans region and to dry
and semi-dry areas in general. This has led to a deterioration in the conditions
of small-scale herders and the collapse of the pastoral economy based on
ecological integration, resulting in a substantial decline in the number of
nomadic herders, the disintegration of traditional structures, and their
reduction. This situation has necessitated a reconsideration of returning to
traditional pasture management systems and valuing local pastoral knowledge,
viewing transhumance as symbolic capital and a cultural, intellectual, and
civilizational repository that encompasses various cultural, organizational,
social, and economic values. This shift has been reflected in the strategy for
developing pastoral areas through the creation of participatory development

projects, including the Migration and Biodiversity Project.
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The Role of Transhumance in Protecting the Ecological Balance of
Pastures in Morocco: A Case Study of Imagrans' Pastures in the
Southern Slope of the High AtlasAziz IABIHI
laboratory : Territoires Environment and Development
Ibn Tafila University - kenitra Maroc
Aziz.labihi@uit.ac.ma
Abstract:

Local knowledge and customs in rural Morocco, particularly among the
nomadic tribes in mountainous areas, have formed an effective legal system due
to their role in maintaining ecological balances in pastoral ecosystems and
ensuring the sustainability of grazing resources in these environmentally fragile
regions. This system has been in place for hundreds of years, preserving the
ecological balance of pastoral lands in mountainous areas, despite its diminished
role today due to the deep environmental and socio-economic changes these
regions have experienced in recent decades.

From this perspective, this study addresses the issue of ecological
balances in traditional pastoral reserves created by local communities in
mountainous areas, a matter directly related to sustainable development. The
study questions why the productive systems in these areas, which have proven
economical and effective in maintaining ecological balances for centuries, are
now less frequently used? To answer this question, the study highlights the role
played by the customary legal system in managing pastoral lands and
maintaining their ecological balance, using the tribal ecological reserves system
"Agdal," through a case study of the tribal pastoral reserves of the "Imghran"
tribes on the southern slopes of the Middle Atlas Mountains in Morocco.

The study set out to achieve this goal based on two hypotheses; the first
is that the pastoral system practiced by the "Imghran" tribes, which involves
moving livestock, represented a positive technical adaptation to the scarce

environmental conditions and the diversity of the ecosystems in the pastoral
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areas they exploit. The second hypothesis 1s that the customary legal system

upon which the pastoral system of the "Imghran" tribes is based played a
significant role in achieving the balance of the traditional pastoral reserves
created by the locals. Still, it is currently less used due to the impact of modern
economic and social transformations, climate changes, and technological
developments. To analyze these hypotheses, the study relied on a synthetic
approach that combines multiple methodologies, consisting of fieldwork
through field visits to inspect the pastoral reserves, and conducting interviews
with representatives of the locals and various stakeholders involved in managing
the tribal pastoral reserves.

key words: Morocco - Grazing - Pastoral lands - Agdal - Pastoral reserves -

Sustainable development - Natural resources - Modern transformations.
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