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Conclusion

The sense of paradox has been revealed in the models that we have discussed,
the secret of existence in combining contradictions. These models also
reflected a social reality in which different human meanings were embodied.
Irony depicted the identification of different opposites in life. Therefore,
every paradoxical relationship that arises between two opposites here depicts
a type of contradiction and psychological and social conflict. Such as safety,
fear, stability, homelessness, injustice, justice, virtue, and vice...etc. All of this
confirms that these models expressed the inner workings of the writers and
their various social, cultural, and political circumstances. Therefore, these
texts constituted an important cultural incident in which the writers reflected
their experiences and outlook on life and society. Because they are one of the
individuals who have the responsibility of expressing this reality and
conveying an image of it in a way that is compatible with the various
historical, social and cultural data.
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Irony in the modern Arabic novel
(Cultural study of selected models)
Lect. Zainab Jawad Musa Al-Shahtoor
College of Basic Education / University of Thi-Qar

zainab.j.m@utg.edu.iq
Abstract

Irony is considered one of the modern critical terms. It is an artistic technique

used by writers and poets without naming this phenomenon, despite its presence in
the oldest human literature. Irony has raised many questions, and there has been
much controversy around it. A number of researchers have put an end to it for fear
of confusing it with other terms. It is It is one of the means used for fun and arousing
astonishment to give the reader a sense of pleasure in discovering the relationship
between words and the meaning that the writer wants from this irony. Among these
ironies are spatial or temporal. Our Arabic literature is not devoid of words that
indicate verbal irony, especially in the images of the magnificent (Badi"). | found
rhetorical words that are close in this sense, such as puns and counterpoint, and in
literary purposes, such as sarcasm and praise, similar to censure in our Arab heritage.
Sarcasm is close to irony, but it is a little distant from it with regard to its function.
Thus, Al-Jahidh is the maker of irony, not the maker of sarcasm.
The efforts of modern critics have focused on developing a comprehensive definition
that prevents irony. The vision of Dr. Nabila Ibrahim and critic Siza Qasim was the
most comprehensive, with their conviction that paradox is a verbal term and a form
of saying, in which one meaning is implied, and another meaning is intended that is
contrary to the apparent superficial meaning. The researcher chose several examples
of the modern Arabic novel to study according to the cultural approach.

Keywords: (paradox / Arabic novel / cultural criticism)
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Conclusion
The research aimed to comprehend and analyze the application of global
general and specific standards, as well as the subsidiary systems of automated
systems, in accordance with ISO standard number 11620. It also aimed to
outline the percentage of applying specific standards for the Koha system in
the Central Library of the Technological University. The research found that

the application of the Koha system standard was weak at 46%, indicating a
significant need to improve management and implementation processes to
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enhance services provided to beneficiaries and researchers. Moreover, the
study revealed that 35 standards were not applied, most of which are crucial
for developing and facilitating research operations and have benefits in terms
of utilizing advanced technologies like artificial intelligence. The study
identified a lack of awareness among senior management about research and
development requirements, which is a major obstacle to achieving continuous
improvement in services provided to beneficiaries. Consequently, urgent
actions are required, including providing necessary resources and
infrastructure for the full and appropriate implementation of international
standards, including modern devices and programs, as well as developing
employee capabilities and raising awareness among all categories through
seminars, workshops, and conferences on the importance and benefits of
applying global standards to enhance services and meet beneficiaries' needs
better, adapting to technological advancements that facilitate easy and fast
access to resources with minimal effort. There is a necessity for management
to direct efforts towards achieving the primary and distinctive goal of
applying all standards and conducting continuous evaluation of any system
used primarily to support the academic community with advanced services,
thus fostering interaction with various categories of beneficiaries from within
or outside the institution
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The extent of application of the (ISO)standard No (11620) for the Koha

system at the University of Technology

Lecturer. Nihaya Mohammad Abd Ali
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Abstract
The research aims to introduce general and private international

standards and subsystems for automated systems in accordance with the (1SO)
standard No. (11620), indicating the percentage of application of the special
standards for the Koha system in the central library of the University of
Technology, and identifying the types of international standards that should
be invested in developing library services. The research into the application
was based on the descriptive analytical approach and the case study approach
for applying the (ISO) standard No. (11620) in the Central Library of the
University of Technology. One of the most important results reached by the
research. The percentage of application of special standards for the Koha
system was (46%), while the number of standards not applied in the system
was (35). Senior management's lack of awareness of the requirements of
research and development hinders the provision of the best services to
researchers and beneficiaries at the Technological University. Therefore,
efforts must be made to provide the necessary resources for implementing
international standards (ISO 11620) through specialized guides, modern
communication devices, and specialized staff. It is also essential to emphasize
the importance of adhering to all global standards of the Koha system to
benefit and support all library users, by establishing a specialized department
for information management responsible for continuous monitoring and
evaluation of the extent to which the system's applications are implemented
and support the needs of the beneficiaries.
Keywords: Koha system, 1SO standard number (11620), technological
university, international standards, application of standards.
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Currency reflects the references and schools of thought of countries,
and expresses the manifestations of life on its formative surfaces
through the immortalization of kings, events, and occasions.

Letters formed an important reference in decorating the currency.
The return to the artistic reference formed the identity of the Iraqi
currency within its transition from the Ottoman-royal-republican.
Each era has formal characteristics that are broadcast by the
currency's discourse.

The Islamic reference played a role in the use of decorative designs,
at the literal and decorative level, which are based on geometric and
mathematical units, putting pressure on the design level.

There is a rhythm and repetition of decorative units and a gradation
in the spaces between them. The diversity is in addition to the unity
and rhythm.

The decorations vary between letters and the environment with its
natural and cultural implications, through the invocation of human,
animal, and plant vocabulary, from the embodiment of kings, palm
trees, and formative units (the palm frond) and (the barley ear)... etc.
of vocabulary.

The Ottoman rule played a major role in imposing the references of
the currency, which became part of the local system.

The Mesopotamian thought and its civilization played a prominent
role in the emergence of the invention of currencies for weight,
which later developed to become a means of exchange.

The Ottoman currency descends from the Sassanid and Byzantine
system, to be Arabized and spread throughout the world.

The currency reflects the product of its civilizations, and this is what
we find in the minting of the currency enhanced by important
civilizational legacies that have achieved stability in contemporary
civilization.

The scripts varied in their uses on the currency, and the most
prominent presence was the Thuluth and Kufic scripts.
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of fineArts
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fineArts
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Abstract:

Currency, in general, constitutes a civilizational documentation of
the peoples' journey and an important axis in their lives. It is a foundation
that contributes to reading the civilizational hierarchy of peoples through the
time periods, which are the cultural incubator for every society or country
throughout its establishment and communication with other societies. Thus,
the Republic of Iraq is one of the most important poles of civilizations that
are deeply rooted in their origin and reference, similar to the Egyptian,
Chinese, and Roman civilizations. The importance of our current research
topic (References of the Metallic Currency in Irag: A Reading of its Formal
Systems) comes from the fact that this country has been exposed to
civilizational shocks that had a direct impact on the culture within its
civilizational stages. These shocks formed, through its successive eras,
formal systems with a special style that left a trace on its artistic
achievements. Since the metallic currency belongs in its production path to
the art of sculpture, this currency can be considered a civilizational witness
to the communication between the previous and subsequent eras in the field
of formal systems. It may differ from what preceded it according to the
civilizational transitions linked to political and administrative events, which
often impose their authority on the currency specifically, because it is an
important tributary that any political authority can use to impose its
existence through a (currency) in circulation that achieves its active material
presence among individuals. Spatial and temporal boundaries in Iraq (1932-
1983),

Keywords (Currency .Design .Metal letters .Reference)
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CONCLUSION

Sports training is considered one of the most effective methods and
means that have contributed greatly to developing, developing and improving
the skill performance of players in addition to improving the individual and
collective performance of the team as a whole. Due to the importance that
basic skills play in modern volleyball, attention must be given to them, the
methods of training them must be improved, and the extent of the impact of
sports training on them must be known. During our discussion of the first
hypothesis of the study, and from the results obtained, the validity of the first
partial hypothesis was confirmed, as the results of the upward scrolling skill
test resulted in the presence of statistically significant differences between the
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pre-test and the post-test, which confirms the validity of the hypothesis. After
discussing the results of this partial hypothesis, the following was reached. :
* There are statistically significant differences between the pre-test and post-
test for the upward scrolling skill.

From this we conclude that the general research hypothesis, which states that
“mental training has an effect on some basic skills of volleyball players,” has
been achieved
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Abstract:

Mental training has been defined by “Unthtal” as: regular, long-term exercise
of mental skills and attitudes, with two main goals, one of which is reaching the
highest athletic levels and the second is developing the will. Various studies have
also indicated that mental training aims to raise the level of motor performance and
develop capabilities. Mental training is highly effective in acquiring and learning
various skills by learning them mentally and visualizing them in the desired form.
After visualizing a particular skill, it is stored in short-term memory, and when used
in a practical training manner, it is stored in long-term memory, as mental training
is one of the important methods in developing the skill mentally. This was confirmed
by: Weinrck, who acknowledged that the ability to achieve victories depends on
obtaining the highest possible level of physical abilities, motor skills, planning, and
psychological abilities. Therefore, there must be an organized strategic planning for
training programs on scientific foundations in the field of training the modern athlete,
as he must have Players have mental perceptions and perceptions that help them
reach the highest mastery of the skill to be mastered during training or competition.
The sample included (26) players from the Cubs category of the Shabab Al-Muhair
Volleyball Club and was divided into two equal groups, one of which was control,
which used the traditional approach, and the other was experimental, which used the
mental training accompanying learning the technical performance in the volleyball
event as well as the traditional method, and after completing the equivalence tests.
The pre-tests were carried out by the team coach, and after completing the seven
educational units, the post-tests were carried out. The data was collected and
processed statistically using the arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and T-value for
two means, related and unrelated, for two equal samples. The researchers concluded
that the mental training that accompanies learning artistic performance affects... A
positive impact on the development of some volleyball skills.

Keywords:; basic skills; Mental training; ; volleyball
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Kawther Sirelkhatim Awadelareem Ali
Assistant professor at Omdurman Ahlia University- Faculty of Arts-
English Language Department
kawtharalsir@gmail.com

Received:02/02/2024 Accepted : 08/03/2024
Abstract :

Sal, the main character in Jack Kerouac's "On the Road", drove across the
United States. He transcended geographical and cultural barriers. This study
examines the Narrative and argues that the road is an open world for the
individual to recognize the fact of his/her integrity with the whole world. Sal
had opportunities to engage with people from different cultural backgrounds
and landscapes. Via these encounters Sal experienced clear perception and
reflected on different relations that involve him with these worlds.
Emerson's Self-Reliance, Naess’s Self-realization and Deep ecology help
interpreting some parts of the novel. Sal became aware of the commonness
between humans that transcends the apparent differences between peoples.
Moreover, he realizes that he is an integrated member of the unified whole
world and he cannot realize himself as an isolated entity.

Keywords: crossing; Jack Kerouac; natural world; new consciousness;
the road

Introduction

Social norms, conventions, and judgments towards the other shape the
views and behavior of the individual. Sometimes people try to break from
what restricts their personal liberty and views of the world. Several literary
works reflect people's love to escape their unsatisfying lives into the natural
landscapes, which are worlds of comfort because of their simplicity. They
have experienced affinity for these worlds.

Poets such as William Wordsworth described their psychological
encounters with landscapes they have come through. In his poem “Lines
Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey” the speaker expressed his
state of mind that he experienced when he encountered natural landscapes .
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Another work that illustrated the human tendency to escape the tamed
world of civilized societies to the primitive world of purity is Mark Twain's
"Adventures of Huckleberry Finn™ (1884). In this Narrative, Huck, an
outlaw teenage boy, desired to avoid social restriction. Buckton-Tucker
(2010: 261) considered Huck a naive hero who attempted to escape his
society and wander, searching for the unknown, the paradise he yearned for.

One of the narratives that represent humans' eagerness to flee social
confinements to is "On the Road". It was published in 1976. In this
Narrative, Kerouac's Sal (1976: 8) desired to enjoy worlds. Different
representations in “On the Road” can be interpreted as attempts to involve
the individual in the affinity to different places and people and expose
him/her to a new conception of life. Then, they can enjoy this new horizon
reflecting on different relations throughout Sal's trips.

This study introduces Jack Kerouac as one of the American writers who
have contributed to the changing American view of life. Moreover, the
study examines the influence of Transcendentalism on Kerouac's views and
writings. Further, the fact of people’s commonness as it is raised in the
Narrative is one of the study's aims.

Examining how Sal's detachment from social confinements and
interpreting his psychological preparation for a new and clear perception of
the world is essential part of the discussion in this study. It is also necessary
to investigate how Sal's engagement with the different others helps him
obtain a new conception of the other lands and peoples.

Sal's engagement with different groups of people and natural worlds is
important in his education. Encountering different peoples and places is
helpful in experiencing affinity to the unified whole world and the
commonness between humans. His engagement with the Mexicans and
people of color, whom his society considered them underclass minorities,
also gave him opportunities to adopt a different view of himself and the
‘other .'

1- Literature Review
1.1 Jack Kerouac, a Remarkable American Writer
Jack Kerouac was one of the American intellectuals whose writings have
reflected the desires of his generation. At his time people had materialistic
conceptions of life. Kerouac's life and work have greatly interested scholars
who claimed his influence in the American young generations' minds.
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Michelle (2010: 28) considered Kerouac an inspirational writer of his time.
Kerouac has attempted to resist the American dominant values and enjoy his
style of living. The American middle-class has rejected his concepts of life.
Lujano (2017: 146) claimed that Kerouac invented a new genre of literature.
His work has supported the freedom of expression in American literature.
Kerouac and his group 'The Beats' were unaccepted when they questioned
mainstream American life and its values. Luyten (2013: 61) argued that
Kerouac presented himself as a serious writer who wrote one work after the
other inexhaustibly, confirming his continuous productivity.

In his writing, Kerouac has used his imagination to bring the whole world
together and supports the notion of the commonness of mankind
transcending the barriers between people. This aspect of his view of life
echoed Walt Whitman's vision of the unified world and humanity as a single
entity. This notion is represented in his "City of Orgies” (1860). In this
poem the poet presents his experience in Manhattan. He traveled in his
imagination and enjoyed affinity to remote waters, mountains and deserts.

In his novel "On the Road" Kerouac reflected Whitman's view that the
landscape he encountered is representative of the whole universe. Sal's
reflection on these landscapes indicates that he has been unrestricted in his
view of the world.

In "Doctor Sax", Kerouac adopted free and simple living conditions in the
sake of happiness. He expressed his expectation of changing social values in
"The Dharma Bums". He emphasizes his belief in the human and the natural
world as sources of happiness.

Kerouac continued his adventure narratives in subsequent books. He
published his novel "Mexico City Blues" in (1959), "Big Sur" in (1959) and
the novel "Desolation Angels” in (1965). Another work was a selection of
novels he called "The Duluoz Legend,” in which he represented his life until
1965. In (1953) Kerouac wrote “Subterraneans” which was published in
(1958).

The quest for new meanings and identities constitutes a recurrent motif in
Kerouac’s novels. This quest has brought a remarkable change in the
American views of life. Hobby (2010: 209-210) insists that the novel “On
the Road” contributed to the changing readers' attitudes towards social
standards and beliefs.

In the winter of 1946, Kerouac met Cassady, an example of a rebellious
person. They established a deep friendship. Then, the two friends started
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their trips across the United States. He kept records these trips from 1947 to
1950 in "On the Road”. Hobby (2010: 207-208) believed that Kerouac has
tried to frame his work on the writing of the American writer Thomas Wolf.
He has acknowledged Wolf for directing his attention to America as an
inspirational world instead of a place of agony and suffering .

1.2 Critics’ views on the Narrative

Ireland and Gemie (2015) claimed that the novel “On the Road” introduced
a way of travel in which the physical journey caused the psychological
journey of education and self-purification that enhanced ‘self-discovery.

Rodriguez has also approached the narrative examining the social and
political consequences of Kerouac's experience tackling the issue of race
raised in the novel. He considered Kerouac’s dealings with the minorities as
a call for new values in American culture. Rodriguez (2013) considered the
novel as a journey for something new and to the true self. Kerouac's
intention showed that another America was possible. His representation of
people from different races and backgrounds and their actions were
considered a revolution against post-World War 11 American values.

The "pearl™ Sal seeks represents the pure perception of a human's life and
his/her relatedness to the other. He reflects on different relations that
constitute this universe, within which he attempts to realize his position. Bill
(2010) considered Kerouac a romantic traveler from a different tradition.
Kerouac's Sal sought authenticity; his search for “the pearl” was a search for
what has been abandoned of the American “mythical past.

Sal's desire to be on the move was derived from his consciousness of the
unlimited opportunities the road provides to obtain knowledge. Kerouac
(1976: 8) insisted that during his quest, somewhere he was going to undergo
a new understanding of life. According to Sorensen (2012: 19) Sal was
trapped between his desire to depart and his need to be somewhere. This
reflected his constant desire for a continuous movement and his demand for
organization and stableness.

1.3 Previous Studies

Most of the studies on "On the Road" focus on the social and cultural
aspects of the Narrative. According to Zech (2016) “On the Road” was an
attempt, at America's in-between stage, of sociocultural development. He
has appreciated the novel in the framework of threshold. The novel, as an
adventure narrative, criticized the social disintegration and hypocrisy in
American society through its characters. Zech claimed that instead of
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reconstructing, Kerouac and his characters are just countercultures and
rebellions.

Another researcher, Backman (2012), focused on the influence of the way
the individual conceptualizes places in the characters’ quest. Backman
supposed that sticking to an area is a limiting force of identity. He employed
a number of theories that explore American culture and concepts. He found
out that when the main characters crossed the confining area that shaped
their view of the world, they took responsibility for their doings and had the
chance of self-realization.

This paper examines Kerouac's unrestricted view of the underclass
minorities when he interacted with them. Therefore, "On the Road" helped
the changing views and prejudices towards minor groups in the American
community. The narrative echoed the American literary heritage that
celebrated the commonness of humanity. Carmona (2012) examines the
sociological aspect of “On the Road”. He supposed that the Beats’ desire to
write for peoples of color and Mexicans has kept their popularity over sixty
years. Carmona concluded that “On the Road” helped push the boundaries
between different peoples.

1.4 Methods of Analysis

The natural world became an inspirational source of education that
guided Sal to rethink of different bonds within this world. He came through
different natural landscapes and expressed his perception of nature and
himself as integrated world. It was helpful to employ Ralph Waldo
Emerson’s Self-Reliance, one of the most apparent facets of American
thoughts and character. This concept was reflected in Sal's reflections on the
worlds he encountered. Emerson (1995: 26) believed that nothing could
direct him and shape his behavior except his instinct. In "On the Road", the
notion of ‘Self-Reliance’ was clear when Kerouac (1976: 5) confessed that
his people were those who refrain themselves from social mainstream.

This perception is represented throughout the Narrative in Sal's different
view of people of color, his engagement with the Mexicans, and other
situations in which the character lives. Approaching "On the Road" based on
the concept of Emerson's Reliance is helpful understand and interpret such
situations. These situations emphasize the concept of man's individuation.
Emerson (1995:23) insisted on the idea that human's nature is his guide and
not the social rule and norms.
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On the road, Sal encountered sites where he perceived the surroundings
following his instinct. Consequently, he projected his views on other
different peoples and locales.

Deep Ecology, an environmental movement, also proved to be important
in interpreting Sal's psychological development. It considered humans as
components of the environment. This philosophy focuses on Man's
relatedness to the other components of nature. Eventually, this directed
attention to the profound ties between different groups of humanity. Rice
(2011: 46) claimed that deep ecologists enjoyed transcending what they
thought of as narrow, imperfect human sphere to what they consider as vast,
perfect, nonhuman integrated world. Humphrey (2012: 254) claimed that
Earth is more than humans.

2. Analysis and Discussion

On the road, Sal was heading to the unknown. He came through different
environments and sites. This provided him with opportunities for a clear
conception of different relations within this world. He did not think of a
specific locale to be his destination. On his way to Denver, he expressed his
intention of being on the road, the world of his discovery and education. He
(1976: 35) claimed he crossed America and he would discover the fact of
this life.

2.1 Jack Kerouac Began his Trips

Kerouac's route was unplanned. He (10-11) drove to Chicago, Denver,
and finally to San Francisco. This lack of directionality is indicative of the
vast opportunity the world provided for Sal's new consciousness. Sal was
heading to a new, open world with unlimited borders and tracts.
"Somewhere” and not a specific location would be the source of his
learning. He crossed to the unknown and believed he will learn about the
world. He considered it as "the pear]l”. Then Sal began to be aware of the
integrity of the different components of this world and their equal
reflectiveness of the entire world.

Nature dominated the beginning of the narrative. Kerouac's Sal expressed
the change in weather. When Sal started his trip it began to rain violently
(10). This help to reflect the overwhelming change he experienced. The
metaphoric violent rain could be his strong desire to resist the pulling force
of his society. He began to break social norms and expectations. He began
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to experience a sense of liberation from what prevent exploring his
individual thoughts. Kerouac's Sal (15) experienced a different personality
and was not scared.

This moment was a milestone in Sal’s psychological change and new
conception of life. Sal began to detach himself of the tamed world in his
city. He was away from the American mainstream that capsuled his
perception of himself and the world. He marked it by "halfway across
America". Then, Sal was ready to get out of his narrow self into a broader,
unified, integrated world. Throughout the Narrative, Sal continued to
transcend his narrow self and his social prejudices against others.

This was a continuous process in his journeys. Sal (273) insisted his claim
that he experienced change in his perception when crossed the bridge. Sal
experienced moments of transformation in his perception that would lead to
a fundamental change in his personality. Talukder (2016: 231) believed that
in order to experience self-awareness one must transcend his narrow self
and engage with the other. Then one enjoy a clear perception and identify
himself/herself within their world.

Sal first was unable to identify the world he encountered. (10). At that
time the new world seemed to Sal obscure and gloomy. It needs a profound
reflection on the different relations that constitute this world in order to
position himself within.

Sal began to reclaim his individualistic principles and his own way of
perceiving things in the middle of his journey. He started to exercise his
own judgment. Sal recounted, "Everybody is doing what they think they are
supposed to do” (61). Emerson (1995:26) believed that the individual must
not adhere to the norms and directives of his/her society. This concept of
nonconformity is emphasized during Sal's engagement with the Mexicans
and people of color. This experience opens new horizons for Sal’s
recognition .Sal began to perceive his relatedness to the worlds he
encountered.

2.2 Sal's Complete Detachment

Sal emphasized his detachment from the American mainstream in his
words (1). The metaphoric death is his inability to identify with the situation
and lack of emotional connection to his society. Sal was disconnected from,
what appeared to him, lifeless attitudes and beliefs. Sal expressed his clear
dissatisfaction with the values of his third-class society. He continued
breaking social boundaries when he expressed his love of people outside the
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American mainstream. He expressed his love for spontaneous people who
enjoy living within the vast world of freedom from social constraints. He
loved living an individualized life free from all sorts of confinements of
social obligations. (5-6)

Sal desired to get out of what he considered ‘death’ and pursuit his
individual authenticity. Emerson (1995: 31) claimed that any human is
individualized and needs to transcend his social confinement to enjoy his
clear perception define his path. This concept is echoed in Sal’s
individualistic view of life and his unrestrained perception of life. His desire
was to follow his own instinct (58). The metaphoric star is Sal's instinct that
enlightens his views of life and carries him to break the social barriers,
enjoying the limitless horizons of his thoughts. Now, he is unconstrained,
“like spiders across the stars”, with a high spirit of exploring the world.
Luyten (2013: 56) claims that Kerouac has guided a new perspective of life.

During his crossings, Sal realized “the road is life” (212). The road is the
free world that took him to diverse places with their diverse constituents and
cultures. The road represents a world of what Sal was seeking for; meanings
through encountering different locales and peoples. He began to experience
an affinity for these places and peoples. He sang lines reflecting his desire
not to be attached to a particular place. For Sal, the home is not a specified
locale (255). Sal's sense of detachment was more clear. The different locales
he came across reflect different aspects of American cultures. All these
locales came to be alike in his view. This new perception is essential to
evoke his search for belonging and his indulgence in others. Eventually, this
helped to experience change in Sal's personality.

2.3 Being on the Road and the Natural World

The narrator of "On the Road" can see the incredible Rockies from any
part of Denver. (47) In many parts of the Narrative, the mountain scenery
overwhelms Sal. This emphasizes the sense of belonging to the
natural world. He described the beautiful mountains in Arizona: "There was
a heaven of sunrise” (164). He experienced moments of spiritual
transcendence when he encountered the natural landscape. This world began
to be a source of his learning. Kerouac's Sal recognized the origin of a river
in the Rocky Mountains (273). A new stage of Sal's life began and his
thought flew. Then he began to determine his position within this world; he
was aware of the cyclic nature of the relationship of mountains, Earth and
man. Hamlin (2016) believed mountains are the Earth's foundation (185).
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Hamlin's statement interprets Sal's overwhelming involvement in the
mountains.

Then when Sal crossed the desert, Sal continued involving himself in
natural landscapes. In deserts, Sal could find the freedom and simplicity that
city life was deprived of. Crossing deserts, Sal's pure perception was clearer.
In the desert in Mexico; they believed they left the world of troubles behind
and embarked in an unfamiliar journey that enhanced a clear and pure
understanding of the world. They saw themselves as pioneers and the gray
desert eventually guided them to the world where they could experience
clarity of perception. Dean drove to the next destination content by his new
awareness. Upon reaching their destination, he felt they reached a state of a
blessed affinity to the heaven. (276-77) These words capture Sal's physical
and spiritual transcendence. He was in a journey to a new understanding of
himself and the world. His continuous pursuit of the next destination is
suggestive of his desire for new discovery. The heaven was a state of joy
and peace Sal experienced.

Sal's sense of belonging to the natural landscape became deeper. This
sense helped his perception that all individuals were elements of one unified
universe. He, with his fellows, continued driving through the dark jungle.
He experienced a sense of oneness with the jungle and he enjoyed this
interconnectedness. (294) According to Kidari (2012: 41-42), when the
individual experiences harmony with the natural world his/her perception
transcends the materialistic views of the surroundings. Humphrey (2010:
253-254) claimed that identifying the bonds with the natural world leads the
individual to perceive all entities as aspects of a single reality. No one can
be the exact other, or they could be one "mass", but there are links that bring
them together as one.

Sal then obtained "The pearl” he sought for.. It is the fact that he is
rooted and integrated with this complex world. Sal did not recognize this
fact before he involves himself with nature. Rice (2011: 48) claims that
identifying the human self within the natural world was possible in the
modern age. It is not an easy process because it needs a considerable change
in the conventional thought of the individual. Getting out of a single self to a
broader space of this life is essential.

Perceiving his integrity to the natural world eventually results in his
recognition of the integrity of people from other places and races. This
happened when Sal pushed the boundaries and experienced "new horizons".
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This provides him with a cure for his dissatisfaction with mainstream social
values. On his way to Denver, Sal meets people on a truck. He remarks:

Sal hitchhiked a truck drove by two cheerful farmers from Minsnsota. On the
back of the truck Sal met young boy from different marginalized groups. He learnt
that the drivers pick up any person they found on the road. He enjoyed the friendly
atmosphere and felt an affinity with those people. (22-23) They share the space
and were in high spirits, enjoying the world on the road. This engagement
was an essential event in Sal's learning process. Sal broke social prejudices
and assumptions about life and other people. He learnt there are space and
opportunities for everybody in this wholesome world. Sal here was exposed
to an open- minded view that promoted his respect for others and eventually
the idea of the commonness and unity of humans. Gecas (1982: 11-12)
argued for the importance of social encounters for ‘self and other’. Any
individual could be able to construct his/her views about themselves and the
world. This construction was the outcome of a traveler's journey, not the
view that an individual already brought from one situation to another.

Then, Sal began to experience a different personality when he was
exposed to the 'other' on the road. In the Narrative, he described this
experience when he rented a cheap tent next to Okie cotton pickers in a
migrant worker camp five miles out of Sabinal. He, willingly, departed the
comforts New York provided and enjoyed the hard cotton picking activity
with people from different ethnic group. He remarked he was not
experienced person, therefore it was a difficult job that caused physical pain
but it was enjoyable to him. It was beautiful kneeling with whom his society
considers sub-class. Working with these people gave him a chance to
recognize the importance of work. (97) This experience provided him an
opportunity to understand and empathize with this minor group. He
recognized that life is enjoyable when one indulges in other. Sal reflected
commitment to collaboration with other people and celebrated this
experience. This indulgence and working in the field brought him closer to
what he could identify himself with Earth. He experienced the comfort of
communicating with Earth and began reflecting on his relatedness to it.

On the road, Sal realized the difference between the world he was born in
and the world he has discovered on the road. He considered his life within
his white society as not enough life. He claimed that it did not give the
utmost pleasure. (180). Sal expressed his desire for more meaningful and
rich life experience that he could not achieve within the limitations of life
with his people. He was eager to live within a greater whole and connect his
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own personality and his own views. When he engaged with people of color,
Sal wishes he "were a Negro™. (179), he found what he has been searching
for within this group. Sal escaped the middle-class capsule and lived the
absolute comfort of living. This became clear when he tried to behave "like
an old Negro cotton-picker" (97). Now, he counteracts the conceptions of
his society in attempts to experience the joy of living with the other. As with
any group, these people have what makes them individualized. Sal was
convinced they have a joyful life, a life his white world could not offer.

Sal also had an interaction with people from Mexico, a marginalized
ethnicity. They faced discrimination in certain parts of the United States.
Engaging in this minor group and their culture helped him to refrain himself
from the American mainstream concepts and contact his innermost being.
His dealings with them reflected his denial of old ideas and breaking the
norms of life in New York. He tries different jobs to support his girlfriend
Terry, a Mexican worker, and her little son. Heller (2007: 5) defined this
situation as spontaneity that enabled any person to look for his/her world
with a non-subjective view or to lose self-orientation and do whatever they
desired.

Sal's engagement with the Mexicans is a step towards a new
consciousness. He experienced a sense of belonging to the Mexicans and
behaved in the same way they do. (97) Mexicans' view of Sal takes one back
to Sal's state of mind when he crossed the desert, the forest and the
mountains and the affinity he experienced with these landscapes. These
natural landscapes were the habitat of ancient civilizations and associated
with the cultural heritage of the Mexicans. This interaction supported the
fact of the integrity of different peoples where the different cultural
background does not make sense once Sal considered all locales on the road
as home for him.

Sal's work in the field with the Mexicans helped to deepen his sense of
interconnectedness to the earth. (94-97). This recognition prepared him for
further change in his perception and engagement with the different other. He
communicated with the Mexicans though there was no common language
that could bridge cultural divides and enhanced his sense of belonging and
unity. He transcended the language barriers and enjoyed a connection with
nature. Sal expressed his deep connection to the Mexicans as well as the
environment. (283) He lives moments of clear understanding of these people
through a spiritual bond breaking social walls. This brings one back to
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reflect on Sal's feelings when he experienced connection and oneness with
the jungle. The spontaneous engagement with the other, people and the
natural world, helped projecting Sal's personality that adopted a new
conception. He had consideration of the different other. This prepared him
for recognizing the common humanity that binds all individuals together. He
began to reflect on the commonness of human origin. He was preoccupied
with the fantastic whole world that brought all humans together. Emerson
(1995) commented on this fact; recognizing the relatedness of things is
dependent on the skill of the eye that could grasp the properties of the other.
Any individual could be identified within his/her greater world and they are
reflective of it. (266)
2.4 Defining Oneself within a Unified World

Returning to the beginning of the Narrative, Sal recounted Dean as a
character who reflected multiple harmonized features. (2) When he met a
cowboy in Omaha, Nebraska, he perceived as a reflective character of the
American individual. (17) Sal's skillful eyes then could recognize the
multiplicity and unity of the broader universe. Then this eye could figure the
commonness between people from different parts of America. Sal, again,
transcended the geographical and cultural boundaries when he recognized
the cowboy's individualism and freedom that connected him with "any beat
character”.
Throughout the Narrative, Sal came across different sites and people that seem
much alike. (274) from the desert to mountains, forests and different cities Sal
lived the interconnectedness between different geographical sites. Moreover, he
bridged the cultural divides and interacted with people from different backgrounds.
He emphasized the fact that under the apparent diversity there is profound
commonness and interconnectedness between humans. He expressed this
experience when he approached the city of Gregoria. He thought that he did not
drive across the United States cities but driving across the world. He realized
himself among the Fellahin Indians. He considered them the fundamental strain of
humanity that stretches all over the world. (280) Sal again expressed his desire
to transcend the geographical and cultural boundaries. His consciousness of
this integrated world inspired him to draw a vivid image of the landscape he
crossed. He realized that landscape reflects all parts of the world. Sal found
himself among the "Fellahin Indians”, and claimed that he can identify
himself amongst this primal existence of humans. According to Kidari
(2012: 38& 49) transcending the individual self ends in interconnectedness
to the whole world.
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3. Conclussion

Sal's desired to break away from the social molded attitudes towards the
other. This gave him the opportunity to engage to different locales and
stereotyped people. Sal in “On the Road” enjoys exploring relations that
involve him as an integral part of the whole world. Encountering landscapes
and different ethnic groups, he transcends into broader views of life. He
realized the interconnection of all humans and celebrated the solidarity with
these different peoples. He transcended language barriers and
communicated with the Mexicans. This helped him to defeat the common
view of kinship and enjoy a sense of shared humanity with this minor group.
He was free to think of the importance of work. He became closer to Earth
and lived a strong bond with this Earth. Driving from the tamed worlds of
cities to the vast natural landscapes he discovered the common basic
qualities of human existence throughout the world.

From Sal's experience one learns the importance of living in harmony
with other people and with the natural world. His reflection on the affinity
with natural landscapes is a reminder of humans' behavior concerning this
world. There should be empathy and respect when one deals with this
interconnected world.

4. Suggestions for Further Studies

Kerouac's "On the Road" is an interesting piece of prose influenced by Jazz
music. This could be an area of investigation. Another topic that could be an
area of study is  hints of Buddhism in his views of the world.
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Abstract:

The Iraqi currency, in addition to its functional role as a medium of
exchange, bears artistic elements that give its surfaces aesthetic value. The
Arabic script, with its calligraphic forms, contributes to the creation of a
readable message that can be considered an effective communication to the
recipient. In addition, the Arabic script apossesses an aesthetic value.
Therefore, the function of the Arabic script on currency is not limited to
reading. Rather, its semantic and compositional roles extend beyond, due to
its artistic and sculptural interventions through its use on the surface of the
currency. This is achieved through an implementation technique that is
similar in its organizational and technical aspects to bas-relief.
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Introduction:

Besides its practical function as a medium of exchange, the Iraqi
currency bears artistic elements that add aesthetic value to its surfaces. The
Arabic script, with its various forms, contributes to the creation of a readable
message that can be considered an effective communication tool for the
recipient within the context of material exchange between individuals in the
same society. In addition to the semantic message it conveys through its
readability, the Arabic script also possesses an aesthetic value that stems from
its unique form, making it one of the fine arts. Visual artists have drawn
inspiration from the Arabic script, finding in it compositional relationships
that give the visual surface a unique character through its combinations. As a
result, letters and words have acquired a decorative value in their own right.
There are many examples of this, such as the "tughra", which was designed
during the Ottoman period. Therefore, the function of the Arabic script on
currency is not limited to reading; it goes beyond its semantic and
compositional functions due to its artistic interventions and the art of
sculpture through its use on the surface of the currency, using a performative
technique that is close in its execution systems to the technique of bas-relief
sculpture.

I. THE METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE RESEARCH
Research Problem:

The current research problem deals with the design process of
'Hurufiyya'™ and its typographic organization, and its role in enhancing the
aesthetic value of currency. This can be summarized in the following
question: What are the design criteria for decorative 'Hurufiyya' on Iraqi

" The use of Arabic words and/or letters in artworks
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currency? And does the transition to different media and materials contribute
to enriching the visual dimension of design on Iragi currency?

Importance of Research:

Given the deep historical roots of Iragi currency, which is linked to
the economy and marketing of goods, as well as the intellectual values it
carries that belong to its cultural heritage, it was necessary for designers to
pay attention to this characteristic that coincides with the investment of
writing and its inclusion in the decoration and design of currency, and to
elevate it as high aesthetic values, whether at the level of the reference
(ancient or Islamic cultural reference), with the effectiveness of the technique
and in accordance with the mechanisms of visual and sculptural
implementation. This vision specifically leads us to the importance of our
current research, which sheds light on a dominant and influential element in
social interaction. Currency and its writing play an effective role in the
transition from one discourse to another, in the sense of the changing meaning
it carries through the monetary value it represents, in addition to benefiting
the relevant institutions and researchers in this field.

Research Objective:

To identify the decorative use of writing on Iragi currency.

Scope of Research:

e Temporal Scope: The Royal Era (1921-1958)

« Spatial Scope: The Republic of Iraq

e Thematic Scope: The Mechanism of Employing 'Hurufiyya' on the
Surface of the Coin
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Il. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE RESEARCH

AXIS I: INTELLECTUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ROYAL ERA
IN IRAQ AND ITS IMPLICATIONS ON THE IRAQI CURRENCY

The Royal Era, also known as the Iragi Kingdom or the Hashemite
Iragi Kingdom, was the first Iragi government in modern times. It began with
the appointment of (King Faisal 1) in 1921, although the country did not
achieve independence until 1932, making Iraq the first Arab country to
achieve independence from the British Mandate. From the first day that
(Faisal I) was crowned a constitutional King, his duties were defined by a
constitution voted on by a democratic parliamentary council elected by the
people. Faisal relied on an elite group of young men, most of whom were
officers in the Ottoman army, as well as some distinguished individuals.
(zaki,2020.p19).

The first diplomatic step achieved by the Royal Era was the signing of the
1922 Treaty with Great Britain, in which the great power, according to Article
1, pledged to establish a constitutional parliamentary democratic Arab
monarchy in the name of the Iraqi Kingdom (zaki.2020.p21). The royal era was
ruled by King Faisal I (1921-1933), King Ghazi (1933-1939), and King Faisal
11 (1939-1958). Their rule affected the structure of the currency circulating in
Irag, which we will describe in our research. See (Figure-1):

'
w5 g o F ~

Royal Coin, Faisal |, Ghazi I, and Faisal Il

Figure-1
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Until the British occupation of Iraq, Iraq circulated Ottoman banknotes,
which were in use during the period (1534-1920). With the British
occupation, the Ottoman currency was replaced by the Indian currency known
as the (anna) and the (metal rupee) issued in 1914, with the image of the
British King (Emperor George V) on both the paper and metal types.
(Abbas,2012.p6-7) See (Figure-2):

Indian dnna 1914

indlan Rupes - 1918
Figure-2

In 1924, the Basic Law (the Constitution) was issued, and Article 108 thereof
stipulated that the state's coinage system should be determined accordingly
(Hasani,1982.p348). In 1927, the British government agreed to update the Iraqi
currency, and the Council of Ministers decided to initially assign the Ministry
of Finance to carry out the necessary procedures to complete the project. The
Iraqi Currency Law was referred in 1931 by the House of Representatives to
the Economic and Financial Committee of the House. After the approval of
the Committee, the House of Representatives, and the ratification of the King,
the Iragi Currency Law No. 44 of 1931 was enacted, and March 1, 1932 was
set as the date for the issuance of the Iraqi currency by the (lragi Currency
Committee). (Thuwaini,2010.p157) This committee is the first issuing authority
in lrag, headquartered in London, and is directly linked to the Currency
Department of the Ministry of Finance. (Iraqi Currency,1973.p7)

This committee was formed to prepare the designs with British expertise, and
it issued the first Iraqi currency in 1931. Article 5 of the law defined the
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categories of metal coins (50 fils dirham, 20 fils, 10 fils). The amendment to
this law authorized the committee to mint two additional coins: 100 fils and
200 fils — Riyal (meaning royal).(Sammarrai.p44) The British artist and sculptor
Percy Metcalfe (1895-1970) designed British, Irish, Iragi, Egyptian and other
coins. The letters (P M) were added to the coin below the King's neck, which
are the first two letters of his name. See (Figure-3):

-~ —or

Figure-3

He used the picture of the King taken by the Iragi photographer (Arshak),
who was the official photographer who photographed the three kings of Iraq,
and the royal family. His photographs were used on the Iraqi paper and metal
currency, as well as stamps. The Iraqgi calligrapher, Ismail Al-Farsi (1906-
1982), calligraphed the two paper and metal currencies.

It is a metal coin that represents the first currency put into circulation. The
face of the coin shows a picture of the face of (King Faisal 1) on the right side,
and the writing (King of Iraq) on the left side. On the other side of the coin
there was a small circle in the middle with the denomination of the coin and
the word (fils) below it. Around the circle were the words "Kingdom of Irag"
so that the word "Kingdom" was at the top and "Iraq" at the bottom. The date
of the Hijri calendar was separated on the right and the Gregorian date on the
left. The edge of the coined coin was serrated for the silver categories, arched
for the categories made of nickel metal, and flat and smooth for the bronze
categories. (Shalji,2012.website) See (Figure-4):
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Nicked coin, denomination of 10 fils

A sllver coln denomination of 20 fils
Figure-4

In 1932, the Iraqgi dinar was issued as the national currency of Irag. It bore the
name of the government and a portrait of (King Faisal I). This currency was
convertible and could be circulated anywhere in the world. The numerical
employment of one of its interfaces was in the year (1352) on the right and
(1933) on the left. This mechanism was used to indicate the year of issue in
both the Hijri and Gregorian calendars. Despite the successive design and
printing of banknotes until 1934, a currency was minted bearing the image of
(King Ghazi) who ruled during the period (1933-1939) as in the shapes of the
currency that bore his image looking (Figure-5):

Figure-5

In late 1939, currencies were issued bearing the image of (King Faisal I1), in
multiple denominations (quarter dinar, half dinar, one dinar, five dinars, ten
dinars, one hundred dinars), within the paper currency. (Hadi,2019.website)
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Later, two metal coins were issued bearing on their faces the image of (King
Faisal 11) as a young child, the King's face facing the right, and the name
(Faisal I1) was written on the right side and (King of Irag) on the left side, as
is prevalent in the previous currency minting. On the other side of the coin
(the back of the coin), there is a circle in the middle of the coin in which the
denomination of the currency is fixed and its value is written below.

(Hadi,2019.website) (Figure-6):

Figure-6

With the outbreak of (WWII) and the need to provide more currency for
circulation, due to Britain's preoccupation with the war, paper currency was
issued in 1944 bearing the image of (King Faisal I1), who was a child.With
the establishment of the National Bank of Iraq in 1947, its tasks included
currency affairs in Irag. The fifth issue of paper currency was issued in 1950,
followed by the sixth and seventh issues of currency in 1953 and 1955
respectively. It was accompanied by the issuance of metal coins similar to the
minting and specifications of the metal issues except for the image of the King
which was older with a variety of materials. (Figure-7):

Figure-7
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The denominations varied in value within various currencies, denomination
and material, where their issues were embodied:

e Bronze coin of 1-fils denomination

e 2-fils coin

e 4-fils ‘Aana’ nickel coin

o 10-fils nickel coin

e 20-fils (Quran) silver coin

« 50-fils silver coin (bearing the word Dirham above the denomination)

e 100-fils silver coin ( Abdul. Al-Qaisi.2002.p476).

e The name of the National Bank of Irag was changed to the Central
Bank in 1956, although the metal currencies continued in their various
denominations as well as the paper currencies. (Abdul. Al-
Qaisi,2002.p476).

e The royal metal currency continued to be used and circulated even
after the coup d'état on July 14, 1958, which overthrew the Hashemite
Iragi monarchy, which was founded by (King Faisal 1) under British

auspices, and resulted in the killing of 23-year-old (King Faisal I1).
(Al-Hasani,1988.p182)

e OnJune 6, 1959, the Currency Law of the Republic of Iraq was issued,
and the banknotes and coins issued during the monarchy were
withdrawn and destroyed, with a decision to stop their circulation and
the circulation of the new currency. (Ali Akbar,p5)

AXIS 1I:  WRITING WITHIN SEMANTIC CONCEPT AND
COMPOSITION AESTHETICS

Upon addressing the literal use of typography, we are captivated
by the patterns of coins (currency) through their formal organization.
This organization employs typography on both a semantic level (what the
marketing message conveys) and an aesthetic level (the value conveyed by
the letterform), achieving circulation in the cultural sphere by creating a kind
of harmony between the collective taste of Iragi society and the letter's
connotations and its creative tendencies. Until the British occupation, the
circulating coins were based on the Ottoman currency. After the British
domination, it was replaced with the Indian rupee (1918) as part of the
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occupation policy, preceded by the Indian anna (1914). ( Abbas. 2012. p. 7) In
this regard, we look at a model of one of the Ottoman coins that was minted
in Baghdad (Figure 8):

Figure-8

The Indian rupee was a silver coin for most of the 19th century and was
considered one of the strongest economies backed by gold during British
rule and the first decade of independence. In the early and mid-20th
century, the Indian rupee was the official currency in many areas under
British rule. (Coinage-Pre-Colonial India,2018.website) The first new coins bore
the face of (King Faisal 1), forming a space within the decorative design
of the coin. The term "King of Irag” occupied the left side of the coin,
meaning that the personal representation was integrated within the coin's
perimeter with a linguistic formulation that achieved the significance of the
character and its importance. See Figure 9:
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Acsivar Riyad coin [equals 200 755)
Figure-9

On the other side of the coin, there is a central circle. The value of the
coin's denomination is documented in number and writing, and the phrase
"Kingdom of Iraq" surrounds its perimeter. The surface is divided into two
side fields, and the date of the coin's minting is specified in both the Gregorian
and Hijri calendars. The typography was designed to form a decorative
surface that is closest to the designs of Islamic currency. If we compare it
with Islamic currencies, we find these approaches that the Islamic sculptor
exploited to strengthen his affiliation and identity. See Figures 10, 11, and 12:

Figure-10

We find that it is a continuation of the coins that were minted in the
Islamic eras (which appeared in the Umayyad era at the hands of Caliph
Abdul-Malik bin Marwan, who completely Arabized the coins in line
with the general Arabization policy followed in the state's institutions,
where he issued in 76 AH an Arab dinar free from Sassanid and
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Byzantine images bearing Arabic writings in Kufic script. (Tamim. Marsa
Youssef,2015.p95) See Figure 10: Umayyad dinar dating back to the era of
Caliph Abdul-Malik bin Marwan, who was the first to order the minting of
coins. The testimony is also written around his name in Kufic script. The same
mechanism surrounds the image of the Kings (Faisal I, Ghazi, and Faisal I1).
If we make a formal comparison between the two models, we find that the
typographic use took the same mechanism, the goal is to enhance the value
of the letter within the composition to achieve aesthetic values. See Figure
11:

A picture of 3 dirtham from the Umayyad era
dating biack £o the year 106 AH {724 AD)

Figure-11
The characteristics were repeated in the Umayyad and Abbasid eras. See

Figures 12 and 13. We find its implications in the typographic use throughout
the royal rule in Iraq, the aim of which is to achieve aesthetic values.

Figure-12 Figure-13

We find the same system in the 4-fils coin, which was colloquially called
‘Aana’}, circulated during the royal era. The same style was implemented,
but with multiple values of the fixed currency, as well as the type of metal,

* According to the Indian anna
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where silver was used in the 20-fils denomination as well as in the 50-fils and
riyal denominations.

The characteristic has taken on an aesthetic feature through the interweaving
of letters to create a readable text that is circulated at the community level.
With the multiplicity of the type of line for the letter, the writings came in the
form of an abstract decoration that unite with each other to form a single unit.
The lines correspond to the Arabic and foreign numbers in the same field and
in an analogical form, the purpose of which is to achieve a purely aesthetic
dimension (the compatibility between numbers and words).

It is an intimate relationship between the visual level and the mental level of
the aesthetics of the line and its resulting psychological, aesthetic and
intellectual effects. Its aesthetics (as an Arabic font and a fine art) is
distinguished by a distinctiveness that is almost unique in its dimensions,
nature, function and levels. A privacy that may not be available in any other
fine art. These aesthetics have two levels: the first is the visual level and the
aesthetics of the formation that the artistic form of the Arabic font possesses,
and the second is the mental level derived from the aesthetics of the language.
(Hanash, 1st edition, p.54) Thus, the Arabic letter acquired a contemporary vision
as an Islamic symbol with its own existence and entity that is presented as a
formal and aesthetic value. The use of the letter has become unbound by its
historical uses, but has rather become a field for diverse artistic performance.
This specifically enhances its uses in coinage specifically, as its fonts, through
their relationships and harmony, harmonize with the structure of the general
three-dimensional shape of the coin. Fonts varied in their shapes and within
their evolutionary development, as is the case with the Kufic script in its
various types (the old, the dotted, the square, the leafy, the flowery, the

victorious), which came as a result of excessive use of decorative elements.
(Al-Husseini,1989.p35).

There is also (the Thuluth script) which is considered one of the most difficult
scripts, and it was named after the width of the Tumar pen (Al-Kurdi. without
date.p68) that was used to write it. As for the (Naskh script), it was named
130



Wisdom Journal For Studies And Research volume 04 Issue 01(15) 30/03/2024~

ISSN print/ 2769-1926 ISSN online/ 2769-1934

after its role in copying the Qur'ans and books, and (the Rug‘ah script) which
is attributed to the Turkish school (Al-Husseini,1989.p38) and is considered one
of the easiest scripts due to its short pen which suits the flexibility of the rapid
hand movement in formation. And (the Diwani script) was named after its use
in the Ottoman state departments. There are other scripts that were mastered
by the Arabs in the Levant and the Maghreb, including the Rayhan script, the
Muhaqgaq script and the Ash'ar script... The significance of these writings
achieved their value through the disclosure of the kings by embodying the
names of the kings next to their pictures, in addition to its symbolic geometric
property that gives within its organization of the monetary category a familiar
property in material circulation.

Coins in the royal era can be considered a means of documenting historical
discourse within the sequence of events and kings. Through which we can
observe the transition from one king to another through the currency that was
minted during his reign.

III. ANALYTICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE READING OF MODELS OF
CURRENCY COINS: TYPOGRAPHIC EMPLOYMENT

The beginning of this monetary project was before the establishment
of the Iragi monarchy and the coronation of (King Faisal 1) of lragq. The
minting and circulation of currency was subject to previous references (the
Ottoman currency, the Indian currency), which were imposed by the ruling
authorities on the country, during the Ottoman hegemony and what followed
it from the authority of the British military governor later, who ordered the
cessation of the circulation of Ottoman currencies. In 1931, the first Iraqi
paper currency was issued. This currency was the beginning of internal and
external circulation, which caused the employment of the Arabic and English
languages in the design of the currency. It bore the image of (King Faisal I)
on the front side of the currency. See (Figure-9). In the middle of the other
side of the currency is a circle defined by the value of the currency
denomination, surrounded from above by the word (Kingdom) and from
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below by the word (Iraq). The two words are separated by two fields in which
the year of issue of the currency is documented according to the Hijri and
Gregorian calendars.(Al-Shalji,2012.website)

The employment of the image of the King with the inscriptions is a clear
metaphor for the currency with an Islamic reference, which was based on
documenting the caliph or ruler on the face of the currency in a bas-relief
manner. This currency, which was issued in 1931, was a metal coin that was
considered the first Iragi currency, issued for circulation. It was a variety of
metal coins that came in multiple denominations (bronze coin 1 fils
denomination, bronze coin 2 fils denomination, nickel coin 4 fils
denomination "the public", nickel coin 10 fils denomination, silver coin 20
fils denomination "the Quran™, silver coin 50 fils denomination "dirham"”,
silver coin 100 fils denomination).(Khalil,2020.website) This formal system
almost continues within the monarchy, and even in the republican rule that
followed it. See (Figure-14):

Figure-14

Letters with numbers formed a formal system that was almost constant for
this category within the royal era, as well as the currencies in the republican
era. The inscriptions varied between fonts and their types, between Thuluth
and Kufic scripts. They were repeated in the same system. It is a continuation
of the Ottoman references, and what preceded it from eras, even though the
same system had a wide presence in Byzantine and Arabized Islamic
currency. But with the change of technologies and the ideal and perfect
production in the Ottoman, royal and republican eras. For each of the models
of (King Faisal Il) in the royal era, and the model of the leader (Abdul-Karim
Qasim) from the republican era, and specifically, the beginning of the era.
The same writing style and the surrounding dominant entity in the currency
were implemented in a bas-relief manner.
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IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

e The materials used to mint coins varied (copper, bronze, silver, iron).

e The edges and ends of the coin vary depending on the type of metal
used in the outputs of the coin shape.

e The minting of coins reflects the nature of the metal used, as we see
the color contrast between bronze and silver metals, for example.

e The designs used on the surface of coins (currency) are based on
images of kings during their reigns, as well as their names, which
represent an important aspect of the currency and at the same time
document the era of the King during his reign.

e The letters and numbers executed on the surface of the coins achieved
their readable meaning that conveys the value of the currency, as
revealed by the currency during the royal era (from its inception to its
demise).

e The other side of the coin represents its monetary value, and its
categories vary according to the central circle in the middle of the
coin, which is surrounded by its value in writing and symmetrically
around its circumference, with a field to document the era in which it
was minted in both Arabic and English.

e The letters used on the surface achieved decorative values resulting
from the interlacing and overlapping of fonts, occupying the entire
surface of the coin.

V. CONCLUSION

e Coinsare a trading pattern invested in the marketing exchange in daily
life.

e Coins belong to applied arts, as they are a social art like other arts.
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e The realistic images of the kings carry a documentation of the royal
era, which is consistent with the font and the surroundings of the King
and its Islamic extension.

e The diversity of the writings, their extension, and their civilizational
roots were in themselves a formal value of the letter that achieved its
beauty through its compositional derivation based on geometry and
balance. This achieves the purpose for which it was created, and thus
we find that the Thuluth script and the Kufic script are among the most
used scripts in coins.

e The design and meaning of coins are close to those of paper currency
prevalent in the same era, in terms of the type of Kufic script and the
Thuluth script, which are the most common, as well as other
decorations executed on the surface.
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Abstract:

This study explores the topic of miserliness, defines it
terminologically, and sheds light on its manifestation in literature and
philosophy. It aims to show the difference between the two literatures, the
literature of the Arabs and the Western literature, in terms of depicting the
phenomena of stinginess. Al-Jahiz and Moliere are two writers of two
different cultures who reviewed the concept of miserliness differently. In
their stories, Al-Jahiz’s The Book of al-Bukhala and Moliere’s The Miser,
they address the impact of stinginess on human life and society and
highlight its negative consequences on the soul and social relationships.
They both portray stinginess as a reprehensible trait that makes its owner
lose his humanity for the sake of a few coins but in a different way and
styles. The study pined important results about the ways the miser is viewed
in the literature of Arabs and Western literature. The study is qualitative,
and it depends on textual analysis.

Keywords: Miserliness, The Literature of Arabs, Al-Jahiz’s The Book of al-
Bukhala, Western Literature, Moliere’s The Miser.

INTRODUCTION
Miserliness is considered a negative trait in literature and culture, as those
characterized by it are portrayed as stingy and greedy and not good at
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spending their fair share. In literature, it has been depicted in Arabic and
Western literature through many stories that have appeared to deal with the
characteristic of stinginess, such as the story of the misers Al-Jahiz's al-
Bukhala and Moliere's The Miser”. Al-Jahiz presents many stingy people in
his book, al-Bukhala. In the world of theatre, Moliere portrayed the miser
Harpagon in his play, The Miser, as a man addicted to money who puts his
material interests before everything else. The degree of miserliness varies
among some people, but it remains reprehensible if it leads to exaggeration
or restrictions on others. This study delves investigate the notion of
miserliness differently in Al-Jahiz’s The Book of al-Bukhala and Moliere’s
The Miser.

1. The concept of ‘Miserliness’ in Language and Literature
In language, a miser is a person who is famous for saving money and
spending little of it. It is so common passion of human beings
(Merryweather, 1850). In the Holy Qur’an, God described the miserly as
concealing what God has given them of His bounty while God encourages
spending and fair distribution of wealth (Bonner, 2005).
In literature, it has been portrayed in Arabic and Western literature through
many stories that have appeared to deal with the characteristic of
miserliness, such as the story of the misers of Quraysh, al-Bukhala, and
others. Al-Jahiz presents many stingy people in his book, al-Bukhala. In the
world of theatre, Moliere portrayed the miser Harpagon in his play, The
Miser, as a man addicted to money who puts his material interests before
everything else. Stinginess is considered a negative trait in literature and
culture, as those characterized by it are portrayed as stingy and greedy and
not good at spending their fair share. The degree of miserliness varies
among some people, but it remains reprehensible if it leads to exaggeration
or restrictions on others.

2. Definition of stinginess in the Arabic Language
As it is a very rich language, in Arabic, we have many names for the
‘Miser’; among the names of the miserly are miserly, Scarce, Tight-fisted,
Penny-pinching, and stingy (al-Asfahani, 1985). The stinginess can be
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defined as being scarce with money and not spending. Miserly means
extreme in spending money, very careful with all his dinars and dirhams.
Scarce is the one who clings to all the money he has and is negligent in
spending it, even on himself. Tight-fisted is the one who is stingy with
people and does not give them their rights. Penny-pinching is the one who is
extreme with money to the point of greed and extreme miserliness. Scarcity
represents lack of generosity and benevolence, and intentional lack of
spending even on one’s own needs (Ibid).
A person's miserliness is shown through that he is very keen on money to
the extent that it harms his interests or the interests of others. It is true to say
that stinginess is a negative trait that includes frugality, greed, and extreme
spending to the detriment of oneself or one's goal.
Al-Jahiz believes that stinginess is one of the ugliest human qualities, and he
portrays the miser as one who is extremely keen on accumulating money
and possessions and does not spend anything. It deals with the types of
misers, such as the one who does not spend on himself or his family
(Marshall, 1970).

1. The Definition of stinginess in English language
According to Cambridge Dictionary, it can be defined as a person who is
‘unwilling to spend money’. As for Moliere, he portrays the miser as a
figure who is extremely keen on money to the point of madness, even if it
endangers his/her health and reputation. Moliere mocks the miser's
exaggerated actions and shows their negative effects on his family and those
around him (Moliere, 2004).

2. Brief Biographies of the Authors
4.1. Al-Jahiz (159-255 AH)
He is Abu Othman Amr bin Bahr Al-Kinani Al-Jahiz. He was born in Basra
in (159 AH) and died in (255 AH), which indicates that he lived for
approximately one hundred years, as he lived a long life. He contributed to
the acquisition of extensive knowledge and experiences that greatly
contributed to his scientific formation and the richness, depth and breadth of
his literary and cognitive production. It is evident from the abundance and
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diversity of the fields of knowledge that he presented in his works, including
The Book of al-Bukhala (Omri, 1998).
Al-Jahiz learned from the Arab preachers in Al-Marbad and the most
eminent scholars of his time, especially in Basra, which was a centre of
radiance and cognitive and scientific polarization in all arts at that time.
Then, he was fond of reading and buying books, which increased his
learning. Al-Jahiz also mastered Greek through the theologians of his time,
such as Hussein bin Ishag, Salmon, and the like, and in Persian and Indian
culture from the books of Al-Mugaffa. He expanded his knowledge of
Arabic through his contact with narrations and oral communication with
some of the scholars of his time, such as Abu Ubaidah (Khalil, 2009).
Al-Jahiz left a huge number of works in various forms of knowledge and
literature, the most important of which are: “Al-Hayyah,” “Al-Bayan wa Al-
Tabyin,” “Al-Bikhalu,” and “Al-Taj” (Khalidi, 1975). Al-Jahiz’s writings
and works and his sober and artistic literary style had the greatest influence
on the works of his contemporaries and successors.

2.2.  Moliere (1622-1673 AD)
Jean-Baptiste Poquelin, known as Moliere, was born in Paris in 1622 AD,
near a place called Bonnef, which was a meeting place for clowns, jugglers,
and singers. His maternal grandfather, who was fond of frequenting the
theatre, used to take Jean with him when he was still eleven years old (Scott,
2002). Meanwhile, his paternal grandfather owned a shop in Saint-Germain
Market Square, where popular theatrical performances were held.
From that early age, and through this atmosphere and upbringing, the boy
began to be imbued with the artistic spirit. Features of intelligence and
superiority began to appear in him as he studied at the Clermont School,
where the children of the noble class gathered, who later became of great
importance in society, such as (Brenier, the writer, and Chappelle, the poet,
and de Bourbon) who was destined to become "Conte", the patron of
literature, and Moliere's protector and supporter. (Bulgakov, 1986).
After the Clermont School, Jean moved to the school of Gassendi, the free
and cheerful philosopher, where he was later influenced by philosophical
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studies that were reflected in some of his theatrical works. When his father
wanted to prepare him for service in the court of King Louis XIlII, he
directed him towards the Faculty of Law at the University of Orleans (Scott,
2002).
Jan has a law degree. However, he did not practice this profession, in which
he saw what he called (twisted justice). Because his ambition, which was
aspiring to the world of acting, prompted him to declare to his father that he
would become a professional comedian.

3. A comparison between the miserly of Al-Jahiz in The Book of al-

Bukhala and the miserly of Moliere in The Miser

Al-Jahiz did not stray in his literature from the scenes of private life. It was
as if he had entered, in his ° al-Bukhala’, group of peoples’ homes and
observed their food, drinks, and clothes. He mingled with them in managing
their homes, and he did not miss anything of their cooking methods, eating,
dressing, treatment, bathing, and the like. | said: "To whom belong these
cooking pots that I spy, On which the wind scatters sand with debris and
dust to lie?" Answered they: "Is it hid from any onlooker aware?” (Al-jahiz,
202). It was as if he had witnessed how they treated coughing with bran
water and how they cooked the lamb so they did not waste any of its parts
and how they ate with barges, cut with knives, remained silent when eating,
and refrained from engaging in food. So kitchens, tables, and utensils were
the subject of his literature. He was not disgusted by this literature by filling
his nose with the smells of meat, spices, ghee, vinegar, garlic, or the smells
of ‘Alskbaj and Altabah;’ which were famous Arabic food, “They choose
savoury stew sikbaj merely because it lasts for days and does not soon go
bad” (Al-jahiz, 19).
These are not the only things that he witnessed and observed, but it is
difficult to investigate their remembrance, for success has entered through
every door and flowed with every wind, but it has not entered through all of
these doors except to emerge from them with a funny pretext, cute tricks, or
strange, rare things;
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Abu Ishaqg Ibrahim b. Sayyar al-Nazzam, said: "A neighbour of ours
invited us in and served us with dates and ghee of fresh butter, we being at a
low table with nothing on it. The Khurasani being with us, eating. | watched
him letting drops of ghee drip onto the table, till he had done this repeatedly.
So | remarked to a man beside me: 'What's the matter with Abu So-and-
s0,?.... 'Don't you know why he does it?" he replied. 'No, walliih." | said.
‘The low table belongs to him,' he said, 'and he wants to grease it, to be like
a sort of tanning for it. Already he has divorced his wife, though she is the
mother of his sons, because he found she had washed his table with hot
water, saying to her: "Why didn't you wipe it? (Al-jahiz, 87)

In his ‘Albukhala’, Al-Jahiz tried to point out a well-known defect, which is
stinginess. He presented to us many examples of stingy people and showed
how they eat, how they drink, how they dress. He hells in his description of
The Master of the Armoury at the Karkh “he would sit wearing his waist-
wrapper and when he found | wasn't noticing he washed it... He went on at
dawn every day applying depilatory paste (to his body)... I have even seen
him with lime paste on the band at the top of his trousers™ (Al-jahiz, 35). Al-
jahiz also explores more about how they hoard and other apparent images
that make the reader laugh above all else, to the point that this laughter
almost distracts him from knowing the characteristics of stinginess, and if
we tend to be fair to compare Arab methods of describing such defects and
the methods of some Westerns. It has become clear to us that we celebrate
in our literature the externals and that they are not satisfied with the
externals alone, so they seep into the interior.

One of the natures of the Al-jahiz’s stingy is that he notices the morsel, for
example, so if he chooses the morsel of this miser, he will eat it up and he
chooses everyone who is obsessed with it and is fascinated by it. The miser
will snatch the morsel from his hand faster than the Goshawk snatches it. He
tells:

When 'Ali al-Aswarl became apprehensive of losing (some) and anxious not
to miss out, being next of them to 'Isa, he snatched the morsel from his hand
more swiftly than a falcon seizes and an eagle swoops... ,' they said to him.
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"You've snatched the Amir's bit from his hand when he has already lifted it
up to his (lips) and opened his mouth to receive it, without any friendly
familiarity and pleasantries beforehand (Al-jahiz, 58).

Al-Jahiz depicted the movements of the eye, how it notices the morsel, and
the movements of the hand, how it seizes this morsel from the one in need,
or how he tied him up so that he cannot contract or extend. One of the
characters described by Al-jahiz, named Ramadan, said “he looked at me
while 1 was looking at him and said: "You fellow, I'm a man who eats well
and eats only good food, but | am afraid you may have a greedy/malevolent
eye” (Al-jahiz, 128).

This is an apparent picture that shows us one type of movement, which is
the movements of the eye, hand, or the like, but does it show us about the
movements of the soul? Is the stingy person universally recognized and not
specific to a country or era, but rather he is stingy for all eras and all
countries. Hence, the nature of the stingy person is the same in any era and
any country?

This question is easy to answer if we compare our description of the defects
of the soul with the Western’s description of these defects. What is the
purpose of investigation in this comparison? Rather, the purpose is to point
out one thing, in most of our literature we are concerned with the outward
appearances, while the Western are concerned with the inner things. We
may excel in paying attention to these phenomena with special skill, for
every story of the stories of the stingy Al-Jahiz might be the subject of a
novel in the mind of a Western writer who has mastered examining the
insides of the miser? Whether this miser is cooking something, renting a
house, recommending a child, feeding a guest, lighting a lamp, has he
mastered examining the insides of the miser? There is no doubt that he knew
the insistence of the misers and knew their intrusions, but did he photograph
all of these?

We do not know all of this unless we compare the ‘miserly’ person of Al-
Jahiz to the miserly of one of the Western writers, such as the miserly of
Moliere, but in this comparison, we do not resort to any expansion. Moliere
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established in his The Miser the model of the true miserly. His play was not
limited to depicting the worries of the owner of money, but it depicted
miserliness in all of his sarcasm, hatred, and atrocity (Brunoro, 1983).
Moliere’s miser is no longer the old miser who hoards his gold, but rather,
he is a different miser, a ruler who lends money and exaggerates usury. He
is @ modern usurer who makes his money fruitful until the love of profit
almost makes him forget the duty of good manners. Moliere’s miser sounds
very rude when he talks to others as in Paragon’s words to Cleante, “Get out
of here, this moment; and let me have no more of your prating. Now then,
be gone out of my house, you sworn pickpocket, you veritable gallows'
bird” (Moliere, 4).

As for Jahiz, traces of ridicule, hatred, and obscenity did not appear in his
“misers”. This means that he did not depict stingy people in images that
would make people laugh, in images that would make people hate them, or
in images in which people would disgrace them. His concern was to make
them laugh above all else, so much so that he admitted to the reader that his
book did not depict everything. He used to tell some stories and wished the
reader could see the story with his own eyes because some of these stories
are not very good unless he sees them with his own eyes. He was not a
universal miser, that is, a miser of all ages and all countries. He neglected to
depict the miser’s anxiety and portray what he generates in people of
ridicule, hatred, and arrogance as Moliere did. If we laugh at the miserly
person, then what makes us laugh is the appearance of the miser himself, not
the image of the miserly or his movements.

If you want to know the true picture of the miser, miserly of all ages and all
countries, then look at Moliere’s miser. He does not want to see his son’s
servant set up in his house like a spear, noticing what happens in this house.
Harpagon, the main character, addresses the servant:

Go and wait for him in the street, then; out with you; don't stay in my house,
straight and stiff as a sentry, to observe what is going on, and to make your
profit of everything. | won't always have before me a spy on all my affairs; a
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treacherous scamp, whose cursed eyes watch all my actions, covet all 1
possess, and ferret about in every corner to see if there is anything to steal
(Moliere, 5).

He does not want to see a spy in front of him, whose cursed eyes notice his
deeds take what he owns and run around everywhere. On the one hand,
perhaps they see something that can be taken away. Yes, the two geniuses (
Al-jahiz and Moliere) may agree in depicting apparent situations. Among
these cases is that the stingy of Moliere and the miserly of Al-Jahiz do not
know the word “take,” but they know the word “give.” Among these cases
is that they fear for the furniture of the floor lest hands reach it and are wary,
people rub clothes so they don't bloat and wipe utensils so they don't break,
and they don't want the guest to eat too much. Valere speaks to
Harpagon,"We must eat to live, and not live to eat (Moliere, 24). Harpagon
looks very pleased with Valere commenting, “Ah! How well the man
speaks! Come near, let me embrace you for this last saying. It is the finest
sentence that [ have ever heard in my life” (Moliere, 24). This is the wisdom
that the miserly "of Moliere wants to write it with golden ink on his
chimney, “I will have them engraved in letters of gold over the mantel-piece
of my dining-room” (Ibid)

The two geniuses may agree in all of this, but the difference is severe in
depicting the psychology of the miser and in depicting its anxiety, turmoil,
and madness. When Moliere’s miser had his money stolen, his mind was
blown away, so he began to scream these immortal screams to depict the
miser’s psychological state;

“Thieves! thieves! assassins! murder! Justice, just heavens! I am undone; I
am murdered; they have cut my throat; they have stolen my money!”
Thieves! thieves! assassins! murder! Justice, just heavens! I am undone; |
am murdered; they have cut my throat; they have stolen my money! Who
can it be? What has become of him? Where is he? Where is he hiding
himself? What shall I do to find him? Where shall I run? Where shall | not
run? Is he not here? Who is this? Stop! (To himself, taking hold of his own
arm) Give me back my money, wretch.... Ah...! it is myself.... My mind is
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wandering, and | know not where I am, who | am, and what I am doing.
Alas! ... my poor money! my dearest friend, they have bereaved me of thee;
and since thou art gone, | have lost my support, my consolation, and my joy.
All is ended for me, and | have nothing more to do in the world! Without
thee it is impossible for me to live. It is all over with me; | can bear it no
longer. I am dying; | am dead; | am buried. Is there nobody who will call me
from the dead, by restoring my dear money to me, or by telling me who has
taken it? Ah! what is it you say? It is no one.(Moliere, 37).

He adds ‘where is the thief, where is he hiding, where did he ride? He is
here, he is there, and he becomes insane to the point where he thinks he has
stolen himself, so he seizes his arms. Then he realizes this and screams in
mental confusion: | don't know who | am, | don't know where | am, | don't
know what I'm doing, until the end of this immortal page in Moliere's novel.
Both Al-Jahiz and Moliere rely on sarcasm, fun, and laughter to convey
their artistic and moral message (Kaouthar, 2023). This is because this
sarcasm performs a double function, as it adds a sense of amusement and
entertainment and addresses the psychological needs of the recipient. At the
same time, it is used as a means to portray stingy people, defame them, and
criticize them without falling into wvulgar profanity. Al-Jahiz says,
explaining in the introduction to his book Al-Bakhla’, his doctrine of the
importance of ‘laughter and laughter,” reasoning that as long as crying is
beneficial, and then it is more appropriate to laugh. He claims that crying is
good for the natures and praiseworthy for the consequences if it suits the
place and does not exceed the amount. Likewise, what do you think of
laughter, the one who causes it to remain extremely happy until its cause
ceases. Al-Jahiz is not satisfied with his use of sarcasm and spreading the
spirit of fun and evoking laughter with the arguments he lists in the
introduction to the book or comments within it.

As for Moliere, the careful reader of his play ‘The Miser’ and some of the
comments and critical works written about it will discover several artistic
and stylistic characteristics that can generally be classified into two
categories: the dominant artistic characteristics are the basis of the artistic
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work and the basic technique for formulating and presenting the message or
moral intent of the artistic work, which is mainly sarcasm and dialogue. The
secondary characteristics that spread throughout the work strengthen its
structural strength and give it added aesthetic value, using graphic methods
such as metonymy.
4. Conclusion

It may be difficult for me to summarize the lines of Al-Jahiz’s The Book of
al-Bukhala and Moliere’s words The Miser too. The intention is not to
investigate this section, nor is the aim of a balance between the two writers.
Rather, | addressed the topic from one aspect. | wanted to show the
difference between the two literatures, the literature of the Arabs and the
Western literature, in terms of depicting the phenomena of the soul and its
habitats. Moliere penetrated human sarcasm as he depicted on the stage the
faults of people, and it pained him to be reproached for saying that in the
pictures he depicted, he had in mind one of the people of his time. His goal
was to portray morals without paying attention to a specific man. The
pictures he presented were merely imaginary pictures that did not represent
real men. Al-Jahiz captured in his miserliness the conversations of his
friends, his own conversations, and what he saw with his own eyes. His
miserliness included the friend and the guardian, and among them the
hidden and the reckless. It pained Moliere to see a similarity between the
pictures he displayed on the stage and the pictures of a man of his era,
because his goal was to represent the eyes in general and in particular, the
faults of his era and for this, he used to apologize for it. To paint his own
pictures without finding a man of his time who would agree with them. As
for Al-Jahiz, his goal was not to depict miserliness in general. While Al-
Jahiz’s miserly was not universal. This miser may combine a variety of the
characteristics of a miser from all ages and all countries, but we do not see
traces of worry or preoccupation in him. So Al-Jahiz did not portray him in
his pictures for us to mock him, hate him, and belittle him. If our manners
lack something, it is only he who lacks this type of philosophical depth that
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uncovers the movements of the soul after revealing this cover of the
movements of the hand and eyes.
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